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The City’s Comprehensive Plan reflects the needs and desires of the community it serves. Various 
community involvement methods were utilized in the comprehensive planning process which included: 
mailed surveys; Vision 2020 website; specialized committees whose work focused on specific topics; the 
Comprehensive Plan Update Executive Committee; and conducted public participation polls at various 
community events such as the Butler County Fair, River Days Festival, and Business Expo.

Throughout the process of updating the 2020 Comprehensive Plan, great efforts were made to reach 
out to the public for input.  This input has helped to guide the directions and focus of the Comprehensive 
Plan.

OVERVIEW:

INTRODUCTION:

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT
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Vision Commission
Section 13.1

The Vision Commission has helped oversee the 
update Hamilton Vision 2020 Planning Project.  
Their main goal was to design a framework for 
action that serves as a dynamic and living plan for 
the City of Hamilton.

The Vision Commission is made up of a variety of 
individuals throughout the community that have 
worked on and continue to work towards a positive 
future for the City of Hamilton.  These individuals 
are involved with various committees and working 
groups that have helped with the update of the 
Vision 2020 Comprehensive Plan.

Comprehensive Plan
Update Committees

  Section 13.2

The development of the Vision 2020 
Comprehensive Plan Update was done with 
the input of select working committees and an 
executive committee.  These committees were 
put together to help guide planning staff in the 
development of the comprehensive plan update.

A.	 There were working committees set up for 
most of the chapters in the comprehensive 
plan.  These committees were comprised of 
individuals, in the community, that have a 
strong community interest in the committee 
topic.  The committees also consisted of 
representatives from respective departments 
for each of the chapters.  The committees were 
broken down as follows:
—	 Land Use, Transportation and Economic 

Development Committee
—	 Parks Committee
—	 Housing and Neighborhoods Committee
—	 Riverfront/Downtown Committee
—	 Executive Committee

B.	 The Executive Committee was the final step 
for the various chapters, in the Vision 2020 
Comprehensive Plan Update, before going 
for public input.  The committee offered 
final recommendations for the chapters, 
where planning staff would then apply those 
recommendations as necessary.  The Executive 
Committee oversaw all chapters of the Vision 
2020 Comprehensive Plan Update. 
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The City of Hamilton conducted a household survey 
to help focus attention, of the comprehensive 
plan, on the items that the citizens felt were most 
important.  The results from this survey have 
been vastly important to the direction that the 
comprehensive plan has taken.

A.	 The Vision 2020 Update Survey was a simple 
random sample (SRS) of Hamilton households.  
Surveys were distributed through the mail.  
This method meant that each household in 
Hamilton had an equal chance of responding.

B.	 “Mail surveys are a powerful, effective, and 
efficient alternative to their more expensive 
relatives.” (American Statistical Association)

C.	 “The public opinion poll provides an opportunity 
for the voices of the common man and woman 
to be heard.” (Roper Center)

D.	 The survey had over 1,700 total responses, 
with ages ranging from 11 to 95.  Here are 
some quick facts about the survey:
—	 1,728 respondents
—	 Age min/max:  11 yrs. – 95 yrs.
—	 Average age:  54 years
—	 Distributed Summer/Fall 2006
—	 Sample Population:  utility customers 

within the City of Hamilton, respondents 
from in person interviews from the County 
Fair Event, River Days and the Business 
Expo.

-—	 26,000 surveys were mailed out with utility 
bills

Vision 2020 
Update Survey

  Section 13.3
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Source: Vision 2020 Update Survey 2006
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CITY OF HAMILTON, OHIO 

The City of Hamilton and the Vision Commission are working together on a study during the Summer 2006.  The study is investigating the future 
emphasis of Hamilton’s Vision Plan. 

Please answer the following questions.  They will help guide the study’s recommendations for the future of Hamilton. 
Thank You!

Age: _______ Sex: ____ 
Do You Live in the City of Hamilton? Yes    No   
Would you support a tax increase for a designated amount of time for specific projects? Yes    No   

How important is it to have the following items within walking distance? 
Very   Not  Other Comments: 
Important Important

Workplace 5 4 3 2 1 
Store (see pic. 1) 5 4 3 2 1 
Park (see pic.2) 5 4 3 2 1 
School 5 4 3 2 1 
Entertainment 5 4 3 2 1 
Other: ____________________________ 5 4 3 2 1 

How important are the following forms of transportation? 
Very   Not  Other Comments: 
Important Important

Bus 5 4 3 2 1 
Rail 5 4 3 2 1 
Walking 5 4 3 2 1 
Bicycle 5 4 3 2 1 
Other: ____________________________ 5 4 3 2 1 

Which of the following are vital to relieving traffic congestion? 
Very   Not  Other Comments: 
Important Important

Improved River Crossing(s) 5 4 3 2 1 
Intersection Improvements (see pic.3) 5 4 3 2 1 
Traffic Light Timing 5 4 3 2 1 
Traffic Circles/Roundabouts (see pic.4) 5 4 3 2 1 
Speed Limit Changes 5 4 3 2 1 
Public Transportation 5 4 3 2 1 
Other: ____________________________ 5 4 3 2 1 

How important are the following recreational items? 
Very   Not  Other Comments: 
Important Important

Splash Parks 5 4 3 2 1 
Neighborhood Parks 5 4 3 2 1 
Athletic Fields 5 4 3 2 1 
Indoor/Outdoor Aquatic Park (see pic.5) 5 4 3 2 1 
Trails (walking, biking) 5 4 3 2 1 
Other: ____________________________ 5 4 3 2 1 

- OVER - 
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Interdepartmental Coordination
Section 13.4

	 Throughout the process of updating the 
comprehensive plan, the city has continually 
worked with all departments and staff that are 
related to the issues involved with the plan.  
These meetings have been documented and 
have contributed to the development of the 
Vision 2020 Comprehensive Plan Update.

A.	 There have been over 30 meetings with various  
City departments regarding the comprehensive 
plan.  The departments participating in this 
process include:

—	 Economic Development
—	 Electric Engineering
—	 Electric Production
—	 Gas & Water Production
—	 Hamilton City Council
—	 Law
—	 Neighborhood Development
—	 Parks and Recreation
—	 Planning
—	 Public Works Administration
—	 Transportation and Traffic

B.	 There have also been meetings with other 
governments in the region and local non-
governmental agencies. The agencies 
participating in this process include: 

—	 Butler County Planning Department
—	 Hamilton to New Baltimore Groundwater 

Consortium
—	 Hamilton Vision Commission 
—	 Hamilton Vision Commission Executive 

Committee
—	 Land Use, Transportation & Economic 

Development Committee
—	 Main Street Association
—	 Neighborhoods & Housing Committee
—	 Parks Board
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	 Planning staff in combination with the Vision 
Commission attended River Days, the Greater 
Hamilton Business Expo, and the Butler County 
Fair in order to gain input about the plan.  These 
efforts ranged from conducting the Vision 2020 
Update Survey to allowing citizens to comment 
on likes and dislikes about certain concepts 
and ideas.

A.	 At the River Days event the Vision 2020 Update 
Survey was passed out in combination with a 
visual aide to accompany the survey.  People 
were able to see some of the concepts and 
ideas being brought forth in the survey through 
this process.

B.	 The Business Expo held at Vora Technology Park 
was once again another means to distribute 
the Vision 2020 Update Survey.  The expo 
was also a place where people were able to 
view images and comment on what they liked 
and disliked in each.  This process outlined 
what features people liked for such areas as 
business districts, neighborhoods, and other 
areas.

C.	 The Butler County Fair was the first place for the 
distribution of the Vision 2020 Update Survey.  
Over 200 resident responses were received 
through this effort.

“Public participation is inherent to good responsible 
land use planning.” (Civic Communicator)

D.	 Before the approval of the Vision 2020 
Comprehensive Plan, there will be public 
meetings scheduled in four quadrants of the 
city to discuss the plan.  In addition there will 
continue to be public hearings at the Hamilton 
Planning Commission and City Council 
meetings.

Public Outreach
Section 13.5



Vision 2020 Comprehensive Plan Update256

ACTION STEPS
Land Use Connectivity:
A.	 The City of Hamilton should adopt an integrated Transportation Plan.

Vehicular Thoroughfare Plan:
A.	 The City of Hamilton should adopt level of service criteria to be assigned to its road network.
B.	 Create a master plan to ensure the levels of service on the roadways equals the levels of usage.
C.	 Consider the development of a citywide travel demand model or of the software system that can 

provide analysis, staff needed to perform funding and training.
D.	 Set a standard for when to require traffic studies in the community.
E.	 City needs to conduct traffic counts on their collector level and higher road system, on an alternating 

basis, every 3 years.  Schedule counts at peak performance times.
F.	 Develop a citywide level of service assessment on the thoroughfare plan.  The City should determine 

its desirable level of service for operation.  Roadway improvements projects should focus on improving 
the community’s overall level of service.

Pedestrian/Bicycle Thoroughfare Plan:
A.	 Ensure that all new development is implementing the current plan.
B.	 Conduct an inventory of all existing pedestrian and bike paths in the City of Hamilton.
C.	 Create criteria to determine which gaps are to be addressed first.
D.	 Appropriate funding sources to the most important pathway projects as determined under the new 

criteria.

Mass Transit Plan:
A.	 Create criteria for the density of certain areas of the City of Hamilton in order to be considered as a 

location for a mass transit hub.

Access Management:
A.	 Research and establish criteria for inclusion in an Access Management Plan.
B.	 Consider implementing access management strategies on new development in the community.

Traffic Calming:
A.	 The City of Hamilton should consider developing criteria in selecting appropriate locations to 

implement traffic calming techniques.

Mix Use/Transit Centers:
A.	 The City of Hamilton should create criteria for levels of service for successful mixed use/transit 

hubs.
B.	 The City of Hamilton should create criteria for the density necessary for retail to be included into 

mixed use/transit hubs centers.



Citizen Involvement 257

Economics:
A.	 The City of Hamilton should consider using transportation techniques, such as traffic calming and 

transit centers, as economic tools for the City of Hamilton.

Environmental Plan:
A.	 Integrate landscape and environmental design principles into the overall transportation project-

development process.

Health and Fitness:
A.	 The City of Hamilton should create land use patterns that accommodate and encourage active 

transportation.
B.	 Establish physical activity as a Transportation planning goal.
C.	 Place a high priority on Walking and Cycling Improvements in transportation planning.
D.	 Provide pedestrian and bicycle safety programs to reduce the risks of non-motorized travel.
E.	 Evaluate Hamilton’s benefits of joining the Safe Routes To School program.

Intergovernmental Cooperation:
A.	 Review and update Hamilton’s Comprehensive Plan to comply with the regional Strategic Regional 

Policy Plan adopted by OKI.
B.	 Explore mass transit options in future transportation plans such as, Metro Express and refurbishing 

existing public transit facilities.

Fiscal Responsibility:
A.	 The City of Hamilton should follow along the lines of Intergovernmental Cooperation in meeting 

regional needs and securing funding priority.

Air/Rail:
A.	 Address freight movement and access needs when conducting multi-modal transportation studies 

or designing transportation facilities.
B.	 Continue to support rail as a mode for freight movement along with the potential for passenger rail.
C.	 Support Butler County Regional Airport as a multi-modal passenger air facility hub by encouraging 

direct connections for all modes, including light rail transit, buses, and alternative transportation.

Parking:
A.	 Commission a study to determine the appropriate number of spaces needed per building square 

footage.
B.	 Develop a parking supply inventory.
C.	 Develop calculations for minimum amount of landscaping features per number of parking spaces or 

parking lot surface area.
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